2030 Eslimates.

to bring forward other matters. It was
not quite fair to attack the character of
any body of civil servants not present to
defend themselves, and his reason for
doing what he did was to urge the
Qovernment to see if they could not make
some arrangements. He hoped the Pre-
mier would do his best to see if greater
¢conomy could be obtained in the arrange-
ment during next year with regard to the
stipendiary magistrates. He was the last
to seek to reduce the number of medical
officers in a district, because he knew
what u great convenience it was to the
district to bave medical men there. With
reference to Albany, allusion was made
to the son of the resident magistrate. It
was well known that a promise was made
to thai gentleman that he should be
appointed resideot magistrute at Southern
Cross, (Mg. Hasrie: Why?) He be-
lieved the reason was that he said he bad
a certain amount of legal training, and it
was thought that he would be able to
perform those duties. He (Mr. Foulkes)
bad noe doubt that he would have made
an efficient resident wmagistrate. The
member for the Willlams (Hon. F. H.
Picsse) seemed surprised that he sug-
gested that legal men should be appointed.
He hoped the hon. member did not think
he did so from interested reasuns—[ Hon.
F. H. P1esse indicated that he did not]
—because he had refused two offers.
First, the wardenship of Kalgoorlie was
offered to him, and subsequently he
received the offer of another appointment.
He was glad this discussion had taken
place. He wished to withdruw his amend-
tnent.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

On motivn by the ATToRNEY GENARAL,
progress reported aod leave given to sit

again,

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-31 ¢’clock,
until the next day.
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Bush Fires Act Amendment, second rending
moved

Tee PRESIDENT took the Chair a
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERs.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Mrnisrer For Lawps: Altera
tions of classification and rate book (rail
ways}.

QUESTION—BOULDER TRAMWAY
INSPECTION,

Hox. W. MALEY asked the Ministe
for Lands: If the Government Electrica
Engineer bad been instructed to supervis
the specification of the Boulder Municipa
Tramway.

Tere MINISTER FOR LAND:
replied : No.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion hy Hox. W. MawLEY, leav
of absence for one fortnight was graute
to Houn. G. Bellingham, on the ground o
urgent private business; and on motion
by Hon. B. C. Woop, leave of absenc
for one month granted to Hon. W. G
Brookman, on the ground of illness.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly
and, on motion by the MinisTer FoOI
Lawps, read a first time.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly
and, on motion by the MinmsTER FoOI
Laxnbps, read a first time.
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AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the 80th October, the
Legislative Assembly having concurred in
the Council’s suggestions and returned
the Bill with amendments made accord-
ingly,

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported as amended, and the
report adopted.

BAILWAYS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
PROCEDURE—ASSEMBLY'E OBJECTION.
The Legislative Council having made

amendments in the Bill ard returned it to
the Legislative Assembly for concur-
rence, und the Assembly baving raised
the objection that a Bill requiring an
appropriation of money could not be
amended by the Council, the Assembly’s
message was oow congidered in Com-
mittee.

Tae PRESIDENT suggested that the
messaye should be referred to the Stand-
ing Ordery Committee,

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
A. Jameson): This matter being a con-
stitutional question, and one dealing with
the privileges of the House, it ought to be
referred to the Standing Orders Com-
wittee. He was not prepared to say
anything about it now, but it seemed to
him that the House bad to guard very
carefully it privileges. He moved that
the message be referred to the Standing
Orders Comumittee,

How. J. W. Haoxerr: Who were the
Standing Orders Committee ?

The Crerx read the names of the |
committee, namely Sir G. Shenton, Hon.
J. W. Huckett, and Hon. A. Jameson.

Hon. G. RANDELL seconded the |
motion. This was an important matter, |
especially in view of what might arise |
subsequently, and the House should take !
everv precaution to deal with the ques- !
tion in & careful and able way. He
thought the House might leave the con- .
gideration of the question to the Standin
QOrders Committee, who no doubt woul
produce a report which would be of great
agsistance to the House in arriving at a
conelusion.

Hon, J. W, HACKETT: The reason
he asked whom the Staunding Orders !
Commiites consisted of was that he
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thought it would be desirable for the
committee to include in this .case Mr.
Moss,

Tae PRESIDENT: As the Standing
Orders Cowmmittee was appointed for
the session, as a rule there would be no
alteration made unless through resigna-
tion. But there would be nothing to
prevent the committee from calling upon
Mr. Moss for his opinion and advice.

Question put and passed.

Ordered : That the Committee report
this day weck.

PUBLIC WORKS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the previous day ; Hon.
M. L. Moss in charge.’

Clause 100— Definition of “ raillway;”
land purchased for a railway to be
deemed part of the railway :

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Scbedule 1
provided for the repeal of various Rail-
ways Acts and amendments. These
repeals really took out of the various
Railways Acts all the provisions relating
to the making and completing of rail-
ways, and wade the Railways Acts simply
refer to the control and management of
the railways. All the clauses in ¢this
Bill from 100 to 117, and perhaps
farther, were cluuses dealing with the
construction and completion of railways.

Hor. T. F. O. BriMacE: Private rail-
ways, too ?

How. M. L. MOSS: No; railways
made by the Ministry under the authority
of Parliament. It had nothing to do
with the ruoning. As members knew,
there were certain duties imposed on the
Commissioner of Railways, who was now
in a position almost of General Manager.
These clauses were not new. They were
re-enacting in a better form clauses in
the present Acts relating to construction.

How. J. W. Hackerr: Were they
identical ?

Hor. M. L. MOSS: No.

How. J. W. Hacgerr: Would the
hon. gentleman point out the difference.
They were not, be thought, altogether
oo all-fours. :

How. M. L. MOSS said he did not say
they were. He was willing to comply
with reasuonable reguests, but to do what
was asked for would require two persons
for the purpose of making the compari-
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gon. It was the duty of the hon. wem-
ber to do that before coming to the
House, and to point out whers there were
great differences, und ask the reason.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: All were
indebted to Mr. Moss for the time and
atitention be gave to this Bill; but we
should know how far we were adding to
the existing law, bow far we were making
the conditions more stringent against the
public.

Hox. M. L. Moss: Paragraph (d) in
Clause 102 would have to come out,
because Clause 93 had been struck out,

Hown, J. W. HACKETT: There were
other paragraphs. For a mile on either
gide of the line between two termini, the
Minister had almost absolute power over
the lands, roads, and easements comprised
in such area.

Hox. G. RANDELL: Appurently the
clause was intended to cover all railways
hereafter to be constructed, and in future

special Acts nothing more than the two’

termini would be provided. To wake
. this clear he moved that the words “ this
or,” in line 2, be siruck out.

Srr GEORGE SHENTON : Evidently
the amendment was needed, because the
next clause provided that every railway
should be made under the suthority of a
special Act, and the words in guestion
must be struck out to make the clanses
agree.

How. M. L. MOSS: The clause was
copied from a New Zealand Railway Act.
In that country a special Aet was not
needed for the construction of a line, &
 public works statement’ being laid on
the table showing the works to be under-
taken during the year. He agreed to the
amendment.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 101 —Railways to be made only
under special Act:

How. J. W. HACKETT: These ruil-
way clanses should be postponed, and the
Committee be supplied from the drafting
office with a statement of the alterations
proposed in the existing law, showing

[COUNCIL.)
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what provistons were to be more drastic -
- Clause 118,

than the present.
Clause passed.

Sin GEORGE SHENTON moved that |

Clavses 102 to 117, inclusive, be postponed
till the end of the Bill

in Commitfee.

Hown. M. L. Moss: What iuformation
wag required ?

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : Briefly, in
what respect did these clauses differ from
existing legislation.

Motion passed, and the clauses post-

oned.

Clause 118—Land way be occupied
temporarily :

Sir GEORGE SHENTON : By para-
graph (d) of Subclause 1 the Minister
might wmanufacture bricks or other
materials on private land, and there was
no provision for his filling up the result-
ing excavations. If the Government
obtained the material free, the least they
could do was to leave the land as they
found it.

Hox. M. L. MOS8 : Uuder the Roads
Act no compensation wus payable for the
actual taking of material; but the owner
might call upon the Government to take
the land and pay compensation. This
was an extension of the principle.

How. G. RANDELL: The provision
seemed somewhat stringent, but by the
next clause the owner might demand
compengation. Supposing there were a
brici-kiln and large excavations had been
made for getting clay, that would form a
subject for compensation. Ou the whole
he was inclined to allow the clause to
pass, with the saving Clause 119.

Hox. J. W. WRIGHT said he did not
gee that Clause 119 did away with the
difficulty, because land might be entered
upon during the absence of the owner.
One might be away for six or eight
months, the damage might be done in
the meantime, and the parties might
have cleared vut before the owner knew
anything about it.

How. A. G- JENEKINS: The side-note
of Clause 119 read : “ Owner may require
land to be permanently taken.” If one
read the clause, it would, he thought, be
found that they could unot permanently
take the land. He thought the meaning
was that one conld get compensation if
they only took land for a time. In his
opinion the side-nute was wrong. -

Tue CaatRMaN: We were considering

How. A. G. JENKINS: In consider-
ing paragraph (4) of Clause 118 mem-
bere naturaily would look at Clause 119.
It seemed to him that the Government
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would have to pay compensation whether
they took the land permanently or not.

Howx. J. W. HACKETT: We could
not, he thought, dissociate Clause 119
from the preceding clause. [Under what
Act would the ¢compensation beassessed ?

Hon. M. L. Moss: Under Part TI1. of
this measure.

How, G. RANDELL: Clanse 119
fully explained Clause 118. If the Gov-

ernment did not take the land per. |

manently, the owner and all persons
having any interest in the land might
recover compensation. That was not for
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the value of the land, but for all damage

done.  Supposing there were un excava-
fion for the purpose of making bricks, it
would not be incumbent on the Minister
to fill up that hole, but he would have to
pay compensation.

How. M. L. MOSS: The method of
assessing compensation was, be thought,
very clearly set out in Clauses 89 to 49.

Howr. J. W. HACKETT said he did
not happen to be in the Honse when those
clauses were passed. :

Hon. G. RANDELL: The marginal

note of 119 was irrelevant and incorrect.

Clause passed.

Clause 119 —agreed to.

Clause 120—Buildings exempted from
local building regulations :

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: This clause
seemed a veryr strong one, when we
remembered that  railways’ included
all the land apon which any railway was
made, or authorised to be made, under
this or any special Act, and all buildings
and erections of every kind thereon,
whether of a permanent or a temporary
nature, and so on. It was a bad principle
to eatirely exempt all these buildings
and everything erected on this wide area
of country from all local building regula-
tious. Tt was not a just exemption,

Hown. M. .. MOSS : Take the case of
the Municipal Council of Perth, it would
be asking a goad deal if the Government
must submif their plans to that council
for its approval, and so with regard to
other municipalities where the Building
Act was in operation. He thought that,
generally speaking, all buildings pat up
by the Government far move than com-
plied with the provisions of the Building
Act. He spoke subject to correction.
Some members might be able to point out
cages in which there had been breaches of
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regulations which the Government had
themselves approved of.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Under this
Bill there might be an infringement of
the by-laws and regulations in tbe Build-
ing Act which wera intended for the pro-
tection of the community. Why should
the Railway Department be freed from the
obligation of looking after the safety and
health of the community ?

Hown. T. F. O. BRIMAGE took it that
this clanse was merely intended to apply
to temporary buildings. He suggested
that after the word “neo,” in line 1,
*“ temporary "' be inserted.

Honw. M. L. MGOSS: What the Govern-
ment required was that the Committee
should either agree to the clanse or strike
it out. If the clause were. struck out, it
would be putting the Government in a
very awkward fix. He quite recognised
that the Government ougbt to put build-
ings up in accordance with the regula-
tions under the Building Act, but it was
asking too much of a Government depart-
ment to submit their plans to 4 municipal
council for approval.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: We might, he

. thought, trust the Government to look

after these buildings,

Hon. G. RANDELL wmoved that after
the word ‘‘erection,” in line 1, “not
intended permanently for human habita-
tion " be inserted.

Hown. J. W. HACKETT': Offices might
be unsanitary, and they were so, he
believed, in some cases. He did not think
we could quite trust the Government in
regard to these wmatters. He moved
that the clause be struek out, and if
necessury it could be brought up in
an amended shape and added as a
new clause. In regard to the first
Technicul College, 0 large body of re-
gulations deemed necessary for the
health of the people had been violated.
He believed the inspector drew the atten-
tion of the Government to the breach
committed, and the reply was that they
were free from jurisdiction and could do
as they liked. They put up buildings
there and elsewhere divectly contrary to
the provisions of the new Shops and
Factories Bill,

Hox. J. D. CONNOLLY said he would
support the amendment by Dr. Hackett,
but at the same time it wonld not
remedy the difficulty which was arising
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in the country districts. A roads board
could not be brought under the Building
Act, therefore if the clause were struck
out the local authority wonld have no
control over buildings erected in the
country, because the Building Act did not
apply. Ithad been said that it would
inflict a, great hardship on the Govern-
raent if they had to submit plans to the
local authority. But it would be no
hardship at all. The plans would be laid
on the table at the ordinary meeting.
The great point was to see that sanitary
avrangements were properly carried out.
If the Government purchased any land
for railway purposes they might let that
land on a lease, and the buildings on it
would be exempt from the provisions of
the Building Act.

How. J. W. HacgeTrr: Or where there
were cottages, as at West Perth.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Gov-
ernment might acquire land which they

- might want to use in five or ten years,
and they might let it on lease for five years.
We knew 1no one would erect a brick and
stone building if the lease granted were
only for five or ten years; therefore tem.
porary structures would be put up, which
would be verv dangerous to property
alongside.

Hon. M. T. Moss: The Building Act
should not apply to the Crown.

Hox. . RANDELL: The Guvern-
ment should not be exempt from sanitary
regulations ; but it would be impossible
to erect at once permanent buildings for
such institutions as the Technical College.
The Minister might introduce a new
clause making public buildings subject to
sanitary regulations.

How. J. W. WRIGHT: Municipal
councils granted annval licenses for tem-
porary buildings, and the Government
conld obtain such licenses.

Howr. T. F. O. BRiMagE: Supposing a
license were refused ?

Hoxn. J. W. WRIGHT : Erect a per-
qanent building.

Hown. G. RanpErL and Hon. J. W.
Hacgerr withdrew their amendments.

Clause postponed.

Clauses 121 to 124, inclusive—agreed
to.

Clause 125—Proceeding in case of re-
fusal to take up land :

Hon. G. RANDELL: There would
be difficulty in levying the distress pro-

[COUNCIL.)

in Comaitiee.

vided by Subelause 2. Could the sheriff
call in the police or the military in case
of resistance ¥

Hox. M. L. MOSS: The police could
be summoned. The clause would greatly
simplify the existing procedure, by which
the (fovernment must take an nction of
ejectment, the sheriff taking possession
under the judgment, using necessary
force. By the clause the sheriff could
enter without an action,

Hoxn. J. W. HACKETT: But the
costs were to be settled by the sheriff.

Hox. M. L. MOSS: None but the
sheriff could judge of the costs, and these
would be the fee of one guinea to the
officer making the levy, and 8s. or 10s
per day to the man in possession.

Clause passed.

Clause 126—Penalty for obstruecting
workmen or destroying fences, marks, etc..

How, B.C. O'BRIEN: This was almost
identical with Clause 83. He moved tha
the word ‘wilfully” be inserted after
“who " in line 1.

Hon. M. L. MOSS opposed the amend-
ment. This clause aimed at punishing
for interference with the wori: of a depart.
wental officer, and any person interfering
whether wilfully or not, should be liable
True, there was not the same objection tc
inserting * wilfully ” as in Clause 83, for
here any obstruction would be wilful.

How. B. C. O’'BRIEN : The two clauses
were practically identical.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Agyes v
Noes -

'—'I\‘lm

Majority for

AYES. Noz
Hon. T. F. O Bnmnge
Hon. C. E. Dempster

Hon. J. W, Hockett Hon. A, Jameson
Hon. A. G, Jenkins Hon. E. McLarty
Hon, B. C. O'Brien Hon M. L. Moss
Han. €. Bommers oa, G, Randel}
Hon, J, W. Wright Hun J. E. Richardson
Hon. W. Maley (Telkr) {Teller),

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN moved that the
word “fifty,” in line 7, be struck out
and * twenty ” inserted in liew.

Amendment negatived, and the clause
as amended agreed to.

(Hause 127—Penalties recoverable in
summary way:

Hox R. G. BURGES moved that the
words ‘“two justices of the peace,’ ir
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lines 2 and 3, be struck out, and *resi.
dent, magistrate " ingerted in lieu,

don. M. L. MOSS: It was to be
hoped the Committee would not agree 10
an amendment of this kind. If this
amendment were paseed, and all these
offences were ouly cognisable by resident
magistrates, a vast amount of work would
be put on magistrates throughout the
State.

How. A. G. Jengins: Most of them
bad nothing to de at present.

Howx. M. L. MOSS: The present inten.
fion of the Government was to consoli-
date, aud £o do away with a number of
magistrates. It was also the intention
of the Guvernment to frame new regula-
tions, and impose on justices the duty of
discharging their duties regularly in the
Stute, otherwise they would be struck off
the list. To throw on the magistrates
throughout the State the duty of trving
all the offences under this Act would,
in his opinion, be apainst the hest
interests of the State. Why was it
necessary to cast such reflection un the
honorary justices? Many offences under

this measure and the regulations made !

under it would be trivial in character.

How. C. SOMMERS: Now the word
“ wilfully " had been ingerted, we might
allow justices of the peace to deal with
such cases.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER : Resident
magistrates were paid to do their duty,
and he did not see why the responsibility
should be saddied upon justices of the
peace.

How. J. W. HACKETT: Thers were
many resident magistrates not particularly
fitted to decide gquestions of this kind.
The clwuse allowed the Government a
cerfein_option. A resident wmagistrate
might have arooted prejudice. Cousider-
ing the immense scope of penalties, not
only under the Act but in the by-laws or
regulations, it wonld be unwise tv impose
such a limitation as that proposed.

Honx. R. G. RURGES: There was a
desire to place the power in the hands of
two new justices. Some justices were not
trained, whereas resident wagistrates
weure.

Hown. M. L. Moss: No; they were not.

How, R. G BURGES : They had been
clerks of courts. '

Hon. M. L. Moss: No; that was the
trouble. Take the case of Roebourne.
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Howx. B. G. BURGES : Take the two
magistrates in Perth and other districts.
They had had a tfraining. Sometimes
justices of the peace gave most silly
decisions because they were inexperienced.
It was « very difficult matter now for
justices of the peace to go and sit, and

ave people badgering them all the time.
He could say on behalf of plenty of jue.
tices that they were not going to do it.

Hon. A. & JENKINS: It was
desirable that a resident police magistrate
should take these cases as far as possible,
Doubtless there were good justices of the
peace, but personally he had not an
extraordinary opinion of their legal ability.
We knew that justices in most cases
ocoupied their position as such through
political patronage.

Hon. E. McLARTY : Surely any two
justiees of the peace could fell whether 5
mun wilfully obstructed or was liable to
a penalty. He knew plenty of justices of
the peace who had quite as much intelli-
gence and experience as resident magis-

- trates T this State. He had in mind

a number who had been appointed resident
magistrates of various districts without
any legal experience at all, nor did they
kuow any more than justices of the peace.
It was unworthy. of members who were
themselves on the commission of the
peace to hold their brother justices is so
lictle repute. :

Hox. M. L. MOSS: Under the Police
Act there were many sections which
enabled justices to inflict imprisonment
up to 12 months. In the case of the
Pharmacy and Poisons Act there were
tremendous penalties, as high as £100
and £200. In many instances gentle-
men exercising the functions of resi-
dent mugistrates had been appointed,
not becanse of the legal experience they
had, but because the exigencies of the
public service were such that the duties
of resident magistraies had to be cow-
bined with those of medical officers, and
in some instances other officers. It would
be illogical to strike out “ two justices of
the peace” and insert *resident magis-
trate” when we knew perfectly well that
justices of the peace under innumerable
other statutes exercised far greater powers
than they would be called upon to exer-
cise under this measure., Clause 117 as
it appeared in the Bill appeared in nearly
every statute relating to the carrying
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on of the affairs of every department
of the public service. It was so all over
Australia and the old country, and in our
Interpretation Act of 1898.

How. E. McLARTY : If a defendant
felt aggrieved, had he not the right of
appeul ?

Hox. M. L. Moss: Yes. One could
appeal on a point of law if the fine were
only a penny, and on a question of fact
he could appeal if the fine exceeded £10.

Hov. R. G. BURGES: There were
many most important questions in this
measure. There were lots of casea which
would come before the justices, and three-
fourths of the justices did not know how
to act.

Hox. B. C. O’'BRIEN: Was it under-
stood that the police magistrate would be
debarred from acting P

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Under the Inter-
pretation Act and under the Justices
Act, one resident or police magistrate
could at any time carry out the functions
of two justices of the peace.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER said he did
not support the amendment because he
spoke disparagingly of any justice of the
peace, but he thought the duty was one
which » resident magistrate should be
called upon to discharge. A case might
crop up in a justice's distriet in which he
would far rather vot sit.

Amendment (to strike out the words
“any two justices,” with a view of insert-
ing *“ a resident or police magistrate and
a Justice”) put, and a division taken with
the following result : —

Ayes v B
Noes ..o 12
Majority ngainst ... 8

NoEs,
Hou. J. D, Connolly
Hou. J. W, Hackett
Bou. A. Jameson
Hon, W, Maoley
Houn. E. McLarty
Hon. M. L, Moss
Hoo. G, Bandell
Hou. J. E. Richardaon
Hou. Sir George Shenton
Hon. C Sommers
Hon. J. W. Wright
Hon. T, F. O, Brimage

{Deller).

Amendment thus negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clause 128—agreed to.

Clanse 129—Public works under pre-
vious Acts to be deemed constructed
under this Act:

Aves,
Hou. R. Q. Burges
Hon, C. E. Dempster
Hon. B, C. 0'Brien
Hon, A. 3. Jenkins
{Taller),

[COUNCIL.]

Harbour Trust Bill,

Hov.J. W. HACKETT : The claus
mentioned regulations and by-laws. Wa
the Minister sure the Government wer
taking sufficient power to make these
Clause 4 gave power to make regulation
fm; the conduct of Government employee
only.

How. M. L. Mosa : The point would b
noted.

Clause passed.

Clauses 130, 131, 132—agreed to.

First Schedule:

Hox. M. L. MOSS moved, in referenc
to 61 Viet., No. 4,” that '*4” he struc]
out, and 32" inserted in liew.

Amendment passed, and the schedul
as amended agreed to.

Progress reported, nod leave given t
sit again.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST BILL.
IN COMMITTER.

Resumed from the 29th October; Hox
M. L. Moss in charge.

Schedule—agreed to.

Postponed clauses then considered, a
follow.

Clause 26—Power to lease lands fo
eertain purposes :

How. M. L. MOSS: More publicity a

_ to proposed leases was essential. H

moved that the words “and at least tw
insertions in a newspaper published i
Perth” be added to the clause.

Amendment passed, and the clause a
amended agreed to.

Clause 33 (postponed)—Collection o
dues :

Hor. J. W. HACKETT: Though by
previous clause lurge powers of construc
tion were pgiven, the commissioners wer
by this clause deprived of all means.

How. M. L. MOS8 moved that th
words *‘ other expenses incurred by ther
in administering this Act,” in lines 2 an
3 of Subclause 2, be struck out, an
“ with all expenditure lawfully incurre
by the board in exercise of their power
under this Act’ inserted in lien.

Amendment passed, and the clause a
amended agreed to.

Clause 54—agreed to.

Clauze 58—Accounts to be audited and
furnished :

How. M. L. MOSS: If the Committe
would formally agree to this, we coult
recommit it.

Clause passed.
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Preamble, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

RECOMMITTAL.

Bill recommitted for farther consider-
ing Clauses 4, 8, 13, 14, 56, and 58.

Clause 4—Appointment of Commis-
sioners :

Hon. J. W. HACKETIT: Nothing
was said as to the period for which the
chairman should hold office as such. Was
it one, two, or three years?

Hown. M. L. MOSS: All the commnis-
sioners were appointed for three years.

How. J. W.HACKETT : The appoint-
ment of chairman should, he thought,
be an annual one, or the Governor should
have power to remove the chairman. He
moved that the word “annually” be in-
serted after “ be,” in line 3.

Amendwment passed, and the clanse as
amended agreed to. :

Clause 8—Deputy Commiseioners :

Hor. M. L. MOSS moved that the
clause as printed be Subclause 1, and the
following be added as Subclause 2: « If
such cowmissioner is the chairinan, the
Governor may temporarily appoint an-
other commissioner acting chairman, whe
while so acting shall have all the powers
and perform all the duties of the chair-
wman.”

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

New Clause:

Hon. M. L. MOS3: The claunse just
passed referred to the appointment of an
acting chairman in the case of illness,
auspension, or absence of the chairman.
He now moved that the following be
ingerted as Clause 14:

In the absence of the chairman frow any
meeting of the Commissioners, or if after being
present he retires, the commissionera present
may elect one of their number to be acting
chairman for that mesting or for the remainder
of the meeting.

B.}]Vew clause passed and added to the

ill.

Clause 14--Procedure on difference of
opinion :

How. M. L. MOSS moved that after
“ chairwan,” in line 3, * or acting chair-
man ” be inserted.

Amendment dpa.ssed, and the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clause 56— Accounts to be balanced :

Hox. M. L. MOSS moved that all the
words after “balanced” be struck out,
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and the following inserted in lieu: * The
commissioners shall cause their accouots
to be balanced twice in every year or on
such dates ag the Minister may from time
to time direct.”

Hor. W. T. LOTON: Why was it
desirable to leave the time to the discre-
tion of the Minister ? It would be better
to fix the time. The Government
financial half.year ended in June or
December. If the dates were fixed,

- people would know at what times these

accounts should be before them.

Awmendment by leave withdrawa.

How. M. I.. MOSS moved that all the
words after “ balanced” be struck out,
and “ twice in every year, on the 30th
day of June and the 31st day of Decem-
ber,” inserted in lieu.

Awmendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 58— Accounts to be audited and
furnished :

Hox. M. T. MOSS moved that the
word “once,” in lines 2 and 5, be struck
out, and * twice ” inserted in lien.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Bill reported with farther amendments,
and the report adopted. ‘

- At 6:23, the Presinent left the Chair.
At 7-35, Chair resumed.

ROADS ACT AMENDMENT BILL,
IN COMMITTEE.

The MinisTER POR LANDS in charge.

Clzuses 1 to 5, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 6—The Governor may consti-
tute, divide, and abolish districts:

How. T. F. O. BRIMAGE moved that
the word “ ten” in Subclause (b), line 3,
be struck out, and ¢ twenty ” ingerted in
lien. Ten persons should not be allowed
to petition the Governor for the alteration
of a district.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
petition would be for inquiry only, and
not in the nature of a vote that the dis-
trict be divided.

Hox. W. MALEY opposed the amend.
ment. The Bill should not he made
more conservative; and it was now
sufficiently difficult to get 10 signatures
to a petifion.

Amendinent negatived, and the clause

passed.
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Clauses 7 to 17, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 18-—Three members to retire
annually ; :

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that the words  except the year one
thousand nine hundred and three™ be
inserted after “year,” in line 1.
would be an election next month, and to
have another in the following March
wounld be unreasonable.

Amendment pagsed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 19 to 22, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 23—Quster from office :

Tag MINISTER FOR LANDS
moved that the words “ declared elected
03 u member has been elected unduly and
contrary to this Act, or any person,” in
lines 1 and 2, and * has been elected or”
in line 4, be struck out. These words
would lead to complication, as iunvalid
elections were provided for in Clavse 78.

Amendment passed.

Tue MINISTER FOR LANDS moved

There

[COUNCIL.]

that Subclause 2 be strack out, and the .
following inserted in ieu: “(z.) If upon .

the return of the rule or order it appears
to the Court or Judge that the person so
holding or exercising office was, while
holding or exercising office, incapable
under the provisions of this Act of hold-
ing office, the Court or Judge mmay make
the rule or order absolute, or, if the
matter does not so appear, may discharge
the rule or order, and in either case with
or without costs.” = It was in connection
with the same matter ag that in Sub-
clause 1, nametly that we no longer dealt
with invalid elections.

Amendment passed.

Tes MINISTER FOR LANDS far-
ther moved, as a consequential amend-
ment, that Subeclause 4 be struck out.

Amendment passed, and the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 24 to 27, inclusive—agreed
to.
Olanse 28—Manager may be registered:
Hov. R. G. BURGES: Northern
members agreed with him, he knew, that
this cluuse, providing tbat the mavager
or superintendent of the owner of any
ratable land should be allowed to vote,
was a very dangerous one. Although that
had been the law for some time, it was
dangerous. Tt was a most extraordinary
clanse to have in any Act, and Lhe soouer
it was wiped out the better. If it were

in Commitiee,

allowed in this measure, it might just as
well be allowed all through, in every-
thing.

How, M. L. Moss: It was almost the
same as giving u tenant a vote under the
Municipal Act.

How. R. G. BURGES: Did the hon.
member call that a right principle ?

Hown. M. 1. Moss: Yes.

Hor. R. G. BURGES: It was a wost
unjust principle. A man might have
£10,000 worth of property. The tenants
could get the power to tax that land and
averything else, and at the last moment
they could leave the country without
paying their rates, and then the man who
owned the land would have to pay all

those rates. He moved that the clause
be struck out.
Hor. J. E. RICHARDSON: This

wag & Roads Bill, not a Municipal Bill.
On the northern stations # would be
rather hard if the manager of a station
who used the roads and who lived there
all the year were not allowed to be on
the roads board, and to bave a vote at a
roads board election.

Hon., W, MALEY: As he took it,
this clause would give the manager of a
store a vote, as well us the manager of a
run.  We might just as well give a clerk
or an office-boy a vote. [How. R. G.
Buraes: And the labourer.] He did
not see why, because a person was man-
aging a store which was ratable, he should
be thus qualified to vole. Ware the

- owners of property to pay rates, and

were clerks, office boys, or managers to
have the disposition of their employers’
funds, for that was what it awounted
to? He did not see anything reasonable
in the clause.

Tur MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
provision was not » new clause; bob it
had been proved for the last nine years,
and had been found to be successful.
Undoubtedly it would Le a hardship in
many cases if the munager or superin-
tendent who took a very lively interestin
the whole affairs of the district could
have 1o say in that particular distriet.
It did not seem right or reasonable that
it should be so.

Hon. C. E.DEMPSTER : The clause,
it seemed to him, would lead to a great
deul of injustice [Tur MINISTER FOR
Laxps: It had not done s0.] He should
support the amendment.
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Hon. C. SOMMERS could not see
that any harm would be done in passing
the clause. It was impossible for 2 man-
ager to occupy such position in spite of
the owner's wishes. The owner would
only bave to express a wish that he
should cowe off the board, and the man-
ager would very promptly do so. [Hox.
R. G. Burees: After the mischief had
been done.] His experience was that the
principle had worked well,

Hox. G. RANDELL: That the man-
ager or superintendent of the owner
should have a right to vote seemed to
him an injustice, and it should be objected
to by members. He had always objected
to the practice of the Perth Municipal
Council for some considerable time past.
He had no knowledge of other municipali-
ties. In Perth, if a man having valuable
property in a ward ceased to reside
there, his name was struck off the roll
and replaced by the name of the tenant,
such a course being permitted by the
Municipal Act. If the tenant left, the
property carried no vote, for the new
tenant would not be on the roll. Thus
both owner and tenant might be disfran-
chised. As the principle of the Bill was
altogether different from that of a par-
liamentary Electoral Act, this was a great
injustice to property owners.

How. C. SOMMERS : The agent wounld
vote for the owner, in the owners
absence.

Hox. G. RANDELL : If the manager
were to vote for the owner, that should
be made clear. He moved that the words
* on the written application of the owner”
be inserted after **may,” in line 2.

Horn. T. F. O. BRIMAGE supported
the clause as drafted, as it had worked
very well with goldfields roads boards.
Mr. Burges had not given an instance of
its working badly.

How. R. G. BURGES: How could
one give an instance when there was not.
yet compulsory rating? Mr. Moss
kuew this clause ought not to be in the
Bill. It should be pustponed. A super-
intendent with a voie might help to
impose a rate of 1s. 6d. in the pound and
leave the district next day, while the rate
must endure for twelve months.

Amendwent passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 29—agreed to.

[6 Novemser, 1902.]
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Cluuse 30—Preparation of lists:

Howx. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: The
principal Act, providing that the lista of
persons entitled to vote be made up by
the 20th January, should be adhered to.
He moved that the word “first,” in line
1, be struck out and “twentieth” inserted
in lieu.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: The Bill was
intended to alter all conditions to suit
the financial year. The hon. member
was mistaken as to the principal Act,
which provided for preparation of lists
by the 20th Beptember, the elections
taking place in December. By the Bill,
the elections would be held in March.

Hon. E. McLARTY said he agreed
with Mr. Burges.

Amendment negatived, and the clause
agreed to.

Clauses 31 to 41, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 42—List to be mude out and
signed by chairman :

Hown. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE moved that
after the word “on,” in line 9, “or
before” be inserted.

Hon. G. RANDELL: The words
would be indefinite.

Amendment negatived.

How, M. L. Moss: An alteration was
needed, as the 1st March might be on a
Sunday.

Hon. . RANDELL: That was pro-
vided for in the Interpretation Act, he
thought.

Sizr GEORGE SHENTON : Clause
4 said “chairmun” would include a
person acting for the time being.

How. J. W, HAUKETT : Insuperable
difficulties might arise to prevent the
chairman from attending on the Ist
March.

Hon. M. L. Moss: There was, he
thought, & clause which said the Governor
might extend the time of doing any act.

How. J. A. THOMSON : What objec-
tion could there be to the clause? Ii
was distinctly stated that the chairman,
having satisfied himself of the correctness
of such list, should on the 1st of March
sign the same, but if the 1st of March
happened to be on a Sunday or public
holiday, the next day following it would
take effect.

S1r GEORGE SHENTON : Subclause
2 of Clause 46 provided that if from any
cause the revision of any list bad not
been made or completed within the time
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appointed for that purpose, the Minister
might extend the time.

[COUNCIL.]

in Committes.

Hon, M. L. MOSS: The notices wounlc

| merely extend'the time for doing forma

How. W. MALEY said he could not | acts.
see how we could expect a new chairman L

to sign on any partieular day, for the
papers might not be in his hands. The
word “* forthwith ” might meet the case.

How. M. I. MOSS suoggested that
“duay of,” in the last part of the clause,
be struck out, and “ Monday in "' ingerted
in lieu.

Sir GEQRGE SHENTON mentioned
the Bank Holidays Act and the Public
Service Act.

How. J. W. HACKETT moved that
“on,” in line 9, be struck out, and “not
later than ” ingerted in lieu.

Hon. E. McLARTY: By the existing
Act, rolls had to be made up on 20th
September ; there was a fixed day for
holding a divisional court, and a fixed
day for signing the rolls; and in his 28
years’ experience no inconvenience had.
been felt.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : The amend-
ment would bring the Bill into line with
the principal Act.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes... .. 6
Noes... . 10
Majority against - &

Noes
Hoo. B. 4. Burges
Hon. A, Jameson
ifon. W. T. Loton
Hon, E. McLarty
Hou. M. I.. Moss
Hon. @. Randell
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. J. A. Thomeen
Hon, J. W. Wright
Hon. C. E. Dempater

(Tetler).

AvES,

Houn. T. F. 0. Brimage
Hon, J D, Connolly
Hon. J. W, Hackett
Houn. B. C, O'Brien
Hou. B. C. Wood
Hon. C, Sommers

. (Tallur).

Amendment thus negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clauses 43, 44, 45—agreed to.

Clanse 46—Omission to publish, ete.,
not to invalidate proceedings:

Hown. J. W, HACEETT moved that
the words “or if the electoral list be not
signed” be inserted after “completed,”
in line 2 of Subclause §.

Amendient passed.

How. R. G. BURGES woved that the
words ** and a newspaper circulating in the
district” be inserted after * Gazeife' in
line 4. Gazeties were sent to justices of
the peace and to police courts only.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: Th
amendment would only add to the expens:
of advertising, which for some boards wa:
gufficiently high.

Amendment negatived.

Hor. J. W. HACKETT moved thu
the words “or signed " be inserted afte
“ completed " in the last line.

Amendment passed, and the clause a
amended agreed to.

Clauses 47, 48—agreed to.

Clauge 49-—Annual elections :

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS movec
that the words “except the year one
thousand nine hunded and three’” by
added to the first paragraph, The reaso
had been given while on Clanse 18.

Amendment passed,

How. R. G. BURGES: Very ofte
these elections t-ok place without peopl
koowing anything about them. He movec
that the words “and some newspape
cireulating in the district” be inserted.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER supportec
the amendment. He kuew how httle the
Qovernment Gazette was read.

Amendment passed, and the clause a
amended agreed to.

Clauge 50—agreed to.

Clause 51—Candidates for election t:
give seven days’ nofice to chairman :

Hon. R. G. BURGES: This matte
had often been brought before people
If the country were settled, there woulg
be no trouble, but power would be giver
to districts where there were few people,

Hon. M. L. Moss: Had the hon
member read Clause 6 ?

Hon. R. G. BURGES: Persons woul
have power to waste money very ofte:
where there were only a few penple.

Clause passed.

Clauses 52 to 61, inclusive-—agree
to.

+ Clavse 62—Vetes to be given in person

Tug MINISTER FOR LANDGE
moved that all the words after “ he,” ir
line 1, be struck out, and the following
inserted : — * (&) intends to be absen
from the State; or (b) resides more thar
five miles from a polling place or {¢) i
prevented by illness or infirmity fron
attending a polling place.”” This elause
provided that if a person were more thar
five miles from a polling place he could
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although he might be actually inside the
district, vote as an absent voter.

Hon. R. . BURGES: This clause
provided all that was necessary to give
power to those people not residing on the
land.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT moved as an
amendment on the proposed amendment
that the words “ on the day of election™
be inserted after * State.”

Amendment on the amendment passed,
Hoxn. J. W. HACKETT: The last

part of the clause seemed to allow all

sorts of openings.

Hon. 3. RANDELL: We ought to
give electors every facility of voting, and
although one might live only hulf-a.mile
or a mile away from a polling place he
should be allowed the right of voting as
an absent voter. The election of mewm-
bers of Parliament was very different
from this. Every facility should be
given to a ratepayer to record his vote,
as long as there was protection against
fraund.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: A voter
might be in some outlying part of the
State whilst the election was geing on,
and why should be be precluded from
voting ?

TaE MinisTER FOR Lawps: The new
clause wounld make voting easier.

Tae CHATRMAN: It would clear the
ground if all the words after “ he” were
struck out, and them the paragraphs
could be dealt with separately.

Amendment (to strike out the words)
passed.

Paragraphs (¢) and (b)—passed.

Hor. G. RANDELL moved that after
paragrapb (b) the paragraph * Resides
outside the district” be inserted.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: An
elector should take the trouble to vote if
within five miles of a polling-place. That
would keep up interest in the election.

How. M. L. MOSS: In parliamentary
elecrions a person outside the district
was entitled to give a proxy vote.
Although personal solicitation was made
penal and o disqualification, yet it could
to a considerable extent be carried on if
persons living just outside the boundary
were given absent votes. Asin the Con-
gtitution Bill, absent voting should not
be allowed unless the voter resided more
than five miles from the polling-place.

[6 Novemner, 1902.]
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How, G. RANDELL: Why throw
difficulties in the way of ratepayers
recording their votes as they thought
proper, when they lived yutside the dis-
triet ¥

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment would put those in an ad-
jacent district in a better position thaan
residents. A limit of five wiles was
reasonable.

Hox. J. A, THOMSON opposed the
amendment. Two districts might be
divided by a road, and a voter living just
across the boundary would have a right
not possessed by a resident on the oppo-
gite side of the road. Let there be a
hard-and-fast rule based on the distance
from the polling-place.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: The amend.
ment would put cutsiders in a better
position than residents, It was not
advisable to extend proxy voting farther
than was necessary, for it was open to
serious objectious and great abuses. One
of the most undesirable forms of can-
vasser was he who for payment brought
voters to sign proxies before a -justice,
many persons being thus persuaded to
vote by niere importunity, The five miles
limit was reasonable encugh.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes 7

Noes 11

Majority againat ... 4
AYES. Noes,

Hou. E. G, Burges

Hon. C. E. Dempater
Hon. W, T, Lotou

Hon. W. Male

Hon. G, Randell

Hon. Sir George SBhenton
Hon. B, C. Wood {Teller).

Hon. T. F. 0. Brinago
Hon. J, D, Connolly
Hon. J. W. Hockett
Hon, A. Jamesen
Hou, E. McLarty

Hon, M. L. Moss

Hon. B. C. O’Brien
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon, J. A. Thomson
Hon. JJ 'W. Wright
Houn. C. Sommers {Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Paragraph (¢) passed, and the clause as

awended agreed to.

Clause 63— Voting in absence:

How., G. RANDELL: The direction
as to counterfoils was indefinite. If the
person appointed to receive them were to
have two, he should send ome to the

returning officer.

He moved that the

clause be postponed till the end of the

Bill.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: There was

ancther point in this clause.

He did not
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find it stated up to what peried an absent
voter might give his vote,

How. M. L. MOSS: At any time as
long as it reached the returning officer
on or before the closing of the poll.

Clause postponed.

Clause 64—agreed to.

Clause 65—Questions to be put to
electors :

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that after the word ** roll,” in line 9, « Are
you of the full age of 21 years?™ be
mserted.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: Were young
people who had holdings, and who paid
rates and taxes, to be allowed to vote?

Ture MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not
until they were 21.

How. M. L. Moss: Clause 25 only gave
a vote to adult persons.

Amendment passed.

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS moved
that after “election,” in line 10, “ Are
you disqualified from voting?”’ be inserted.

Hown. 3. RANDELL: Tfaman’s name
was on the roll, and his identity known,
there should be ne farther attempt to
disqualify him from voting.

Tre Mivsrer For Lanps: It was
merely a precaution.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : These ques-
tion would take up a lot of time. There
was sufficient in the clause already.

Amendment negatived, and the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clanses 66 to 87, inclnsive-—agreed to.

Cliuse 88— Meetings of committee :

Hoxn. G. RANDELL : Provision was
made for a quorumn of three for the board,
and of two for o committee. He hardly
saw how it was possible for that to
work. When there were only two
members present, one of them had to be

[COUNCIL.)

chairman, and he was to have two votes. °

He moved that the word “two,” in line
3, be struck out, and “ three” inserted
in lieu.

Amendment passed, and the clause asg
amended agreed to.

Clause 89—agreed to.

Clause 90—--Minutes of boards:

Hon. R. G. BURGES: Very often
three members might form a quorum, and
at the following meeting perhaps not one of
those members would be present. It was
only a farce very often. It was a farce
for minutes to be adopted at a meeting
at which fhere was not one of those

Bush Fires Bill.

present who attended the former meet-
ing.

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS:
There was a good deal in the contention
of Mr. Burges. He had met this diffi-
culty himself several times. His colleague
suggested the ivsertion of the words “at
the next or some subsequent.” That
would mean that a time could be chosen

when all members were present. He
moved that amendment,

Hon. W, T. LOTON: It would be
better to leave the clanse as it stood. If

the amendment were passed, the minutes
might never be confirmed ut all. If
there were no members present who
attended the former meeting, it would be
eagsy enough to defer the matter. It
would very rarely bappen, he thought,
that not one of those whu attended the
previous meeting would be present.

Hon. R. G. Burers: Very often,

Hon. W. T. LOTON: Then they
should resign the position.

Awmendment withdrawn, und the clause
passed,

Clauses 91 to 94, inclusive—agreed to.

On motion by How. G. RaxpELy, pro-
gress reported and leave given to sit
again.

BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Debate resumed from the 28th October.

Horv. W. MALEY (South-East): 1
am taken by surprise. T wish specially
to allude to some proposed amendments.
There is no doubt u great deal of concern
is felt in the country districts with
respect to the bush fires, and any amend-

. ment made in the present Act wmust be

effected with every care and caution.
[Hon. R. G. Burces: No care or cau-
tion i this one] We bhave not in
Western Australia so far had very great
experience of destruction by bush
fires; Lut if members would cast their
memories back to last summer they would

- recollect that several bush fires of some
" considerable magnitude occurred during

the summer months, causing a certain
amount of destruction and loss to station
owners and farmers. In the Kastern
States and in America the clearings are
larger and the grass is more generous in
growth. Great losses are of annual occur-
rence, and many devices bave been tried
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with a view to prevent the destruction of

roperty by fires. The Bill is short,

lause 1 giving the title and Clause 2
amending Section 7 of the Bush Fires
Act; and T see by the Notice Paper that
the Minister proposes to strike out the
whole of Clause 2 and substitute another.
It appears Ministers are much concerned
about something they de not understand
in either the clause or the proposed
amendment. During the winter months,
when the grass is green, fire does not
gpread ; and it is an advantage to the
State that clearing to any extent should
then proceed. In the summer months—
the bush fire months—prohibition obtains,
according to the recent Gazeife notice,
from the end of October to the 1st March.
Section 7 of the Act deals with fires which
are lawfully lit during these prohibited
times. Well, as it is actually unlawful
to light fires in prohibited times, so ie it
impracticable, because it is unlawful, 10
have a fire with three men or any other
number in attendance. It is only during
the months of October and T think
March that it would be practicable,
owing to the long prohibited time, - for
bush fires to be lawfully lighted; that is,
in two months of the year. But instead
of dealing with those two months the
Government propose to deal with the
whole of the summer months as if fires
wwere lawful, kpowing, as they should
know, that fires are made unlawful by the
prohibition published in the Gazette. 1
hoped to see some intelligent method
adopted of dealing with busgh fires. No
doubt the summer e the best time for
burning off new country, for destroying
bush, and burning out deep into the
ground the roots of trees, While willing
to afford every assistance and encourage-
meot to the new settler to clear the soil
and make it ready for the plough, we
must protect the old settler; and as a
rule close settlement takes place along
the railway lines. It is there we find
clearing in progress and improvements
being effected with a view to cultivation ;
and it is there the greatest protection is
required. I say we should make a dis-
tinetion between scrub lands and lands
ocenpied for farming. It would be well
were certain districts declared in which
bush fires could be lit a1l the year round
in order to clear the country; and I see

o reason why some districts should not
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be set apart and culled bush fire districts.
But so far as my own province is con-
cerned, I should draw the line at, say, 10
or 15 miles from the railway, and within
that limit I should allow absolutely no fire
during the swmmer months, If the Bill
pass the second reading and go into Cown-
mittee, I shall have something more to
say about it; but to my mind it is a
stupid, impotent attempt to deal with
something which presents itself to Minis.
ters as u difliculty, but is really not a
difficulty at all. They have discovered
something which 18 neither more nor less
than & mare’s nest.

On motion by How. C. E. Demrster,
debute adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 927 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Legiglatibe Assembly,
Thursday, 6th November, 1902
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Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION—FRINTING BY CONTRACT.

Mz. DAGLISH asked the Treasurer:
1, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to give out to private firms
any portion of the Government work
which has hitherto been done by the
Government Printer? 2, If so, for what
reason ?

Tre TREASURER replied: The Gov-
ernment intend calling for tenders for
some of the work, which they think can
ge done wure expeditously by outside

rms.



